THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
situation should have been a Coalition between Whig
and Tory. And after Pitt's death it was tried. But it
collapsed within two years of William's entry into
Parliament. The aged George HI took the oppor-
tunity of one of his rare intervals of sanity to perform
the last of his many acts of political folly. Obsessed by a
confused idea that his right to the throne depended on
the penal laws against Roman Catholics, he suddenly
demanded that all his Ministers should pledge them-
selves not to bring in Catholic emancipation. Catholic
emancipation was one of the few measures that all the
Whigs were agreed in approving; the Whig Ministers
therefore had to go out of office.
The effect of this combination of circumstances was
to leave the Whigs in a parlous condition indeed. It
was bad enough to find themselves indefinitely in
opposition. But what made it far worse was that they
could discover nothing they could agree to oppose.
The chief question of the day was the war: and on this,
most important Whigs sympathized with the Govern-
ment. The problems ofhome affairs were in abeyance:
in any case on every one of them, except the forbidden
topic of Catholic Emancipation, they were at odds
with one another. As long as Charles Fox was alive,
people had been prepared to sink their differences out
of loyalty to him. But after his death no one was left
with sufficient personality to impose his will on the
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